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African Security This Week

Get your weekly overview of the latest developments on security and justice in Africa, as well as
research and new reports from the African Security Sector Network (ASSN). Feel free to forward

this newsletter or share it via social media.

What's New At ASSN?

| B. Griffiths

The State of Security Sector Reform and Governance in Liberia

The State of Security Sector Reform and Governance in Liberia
ENGLISH

"The Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in Accra, Ghana. called for the restructuring of
the Armed Forces of Liberia, the National Police Force, the Immigration and Customs
departments, the Special Security Service (SSS) and other statutory security agencies; and the
disarming and restructuring of paramilitary units such as the Anti-Terrorist Unit (ATU), the Special
Operations Division (SOD) of the Liberia National Police, and security units operating within
public corporations and autonomous agencies such as the National Ports Authority, the Liberia

Petroleum Refining Company, the Airports, etc. which were a part of the NPFL war machinery.

When restructured, these security forces were expected to adopt a professional orientation that
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emphasized democratic values and respect for human rights, a non-partisan approach to duty

and the avoidance of corrupt practices."

The full article is available in English here: https://bit.ly/ASSN39

It was written by Cecil B. Griffiths, Member of the ASSN, and was composed with the financial
support of the European Union / German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and
Development through the ECOWAS Peace and Security Architecture andOperations (EPSAOQ)

Programme.
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L'état de la réforme du secteur de la sécurité et de la gouvernance au Liberia

"L'accord de paix global signé a Accra, au Ghana, appelait a la restructuration des forces armées
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du Liberia, de la police nationale, des services de I'immigration et des douanes, du service
spécial de sécurité (SSS) et d'autres agences de sécurité statutaires, ainsi qu'au désarmement
et a la restructuration des unités paramilitaires telles que I'unité antiterroriste (ATU), la division
des opérations spéciales (SOD) de la police nationale du Liberia, et les unités de sécurité opérant
au sein d'entreprises publiques et d'agences autonomes telles que l'autorité portuaire nationale, la
société de raffinage du pétrole du Liberia, les aéroports, etc. qui faisaient partie de la machinerie

de guerre du NPFL.

Une fois restructurées, ces forces de sécurité devaient adopter une orientation professionnelle
mettant 'accent sur les valeurs démocratiques et le respect des droits de I'homme, une approche

non partisane du devoir et I'évitement des pratiques corrompues".

L'article complet est disponible en anglais a I'adresse suivante : https://bit.ly/ASSN39

Il a été rédigé par Cecil B. Griffiths, membre de I'ASSN, avec le soutien financier de I'Union
européenne et du ministére fédéral allemand de la coopération économique et du développement
dans le cadre du programme EPSAO (Peace and Security Architecture and Operations) de la

CEDEAO.

Sahel and West Africa / Sahel et Afrique de I'Ouest

Mali

MINUSMA : Quel avenir au Mali ?

Le Conseil de sécurité devra se pencher fin juin sur I'avenir de la Minusma au Mali. A quelques
semaines de la réunion du Conseil de sécurité sur le renouvellement du mandat de la Minusma,
cette question divise non seulement au sein du Conseil, mais aussi la population malienne.

(aBamako, 21 mai 2023)

Lire l'article

Derriére I’enlévement du journaliste Olivier Dubois au Mali, les manceuvres et les ratés des

autorités frangaises

Une enquéte conjointe de plusieurs médias, dont « Le Monde », révele que les militaires de
I'opération « Barkhane » ont utilisé le journaliste a son insu pour tenter de localiser un chef

djihadiste, sans empécher son enlévement. (Le monde, 16 mai 2023)

Lire I'article

Mali, le chemin vers le pouvoir d’lyad Ag Ghali

Rebelle touareg du nord Mali devenu le chef dy GSIM, le principal mouvement djihadiste au Mali,

lyad Ag Ghali, qui est devenuune figure centrale de I'avenir du Mali, est passé par 'armée de


https://bit.ly/ASSN39
http://news.abamako.com/h/283253.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2023/05/16/derriere-l-enlevement-du-journaliste-olivier-dubois-au-mali-les-man-uvres-et-les-rates-des-autorites-francaises_6173597_3212.html

Kadhafi et proche des services de renseignements algériens (DRS), celui que I'on surnomme « le
lion du désert » a construit une organisation populaire en privilégiant le contact avec les

populations locales sur toute stratégie terroriste a I'étranger. ( Mondafrique, 18 mai 2023)

Lire I'article

Mali : départ du dernier contingent de ’'EUTM

Le Centre d’Instruction Boubacar Sada Sy de Koulikoro a abrité, ce jeudi 18 mai, une cérémonie
de départ définitif de la Mission d’Entrainement de I'Union Européenne (EUTM) au Mali. Ainsi,
aprés une décennie de présence au Mali, cette mission prend fin sur fond de tensions entre les
partenaires européens et les autorités de la transition. ( Agence de presse Africiane, 18 mai
2023)

Lire I'article

La situation sécuritaire au Sahel reste trés préoccupante, avertit le Conseil de sécurité

La situation sécuritaire au Sahel reste trés préoccupante et la spirale de la crise au Soudan est
une source supplémentaire d'inquiétude, a averti mardi un haut responsable de I'ONU devant le

Conseil de sécurité. (News UN, 16 mai 2023)

Lire I'article

Niger

Niger: neuf terroristes neutralisés et 63 individus suspects interpellés

L'armée nigérienne dit avoir neutralisé neuf terroristes et interpellé 63 individus suspects, au
cours de ses opérations antiterroristes, selon son bulletin daté de ce samedi 20 mai 2023. La
note transmise a Wakat Séra déplore sept éléments des Forces de défense et de sécurité (FDS)

tués et fait état également de 17 orpailleurs clandestins arrétés. (Wakatséra, 20 mai 2023)

Lire I'article

Conseil de sécurité: I’opérationnalisation de la Force conjointe du G5 Sahel, une priorité

pour la région, selon la Sous-Secrétaire générale pour I’Afrique.

Alors que I'Afrique subsaharienne est confrontée a une crise multidimensionnelle —sécuritaire,
humanitaire et climatique— qui ne cesse de s’aggraver, la Force conjointe du G5 Sahel et ses
Etats membres doivent continuer de bénéficier du soutien des donateurs et des partenaires, a
exhorté, ce matin au Conseil de sécurité, la Sous-Secrétaire générale pour I'Afrique, dans

I'objectif de I'opérationnalisation de cette force. ( Press UN, 16 mai 2023)
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Lire I'article

C'est le refuge entouré de radicaux djihadistes, de mercenaires russes et de dictateurs

fous. Est-ce que ca peut s'accrocher ?

Dans une région en proie a de violents conflits, a l'insurrection islamiste, aux mercenaires
wagnériens russes et a des régimes militaires instables, I'Etat sahélien du Niger est devenu un
centre d'intérét occidental en tant que partenaire économique et sécuritaire. INDEPENDANT, 20

mai 2023)

Lire I'article

Ailleurs en Afrique de I’Ouest / Elsewhere in West Africa

More than 100 people dead in communal clashes in central Nigeria

Intercommunal conflict has killed hundreds of people in recent years in Nigeria’s ethnically and

religiously diverse Middle Belt region.

The death toll from fighting between farmers and herders in Nigeria’s north-central state of
Plateau has risen above 100 with locals searching in the bush for more bodies, residents and

local authorities say.

Gunmen stormed villages and burned several houses in the Mangu area on Tuesday with at least

20 people initially estimated to have died, mostly women and children. (Al-Jazeera, 19 mai 2023)

Read More

Burkina Faso : arrestation de militants de la société civile pour "incitation a un

attroupement armé”.

Six personnes, dont des acteurs de la société civile au Burkina Faso, ont été interpellées et

placées en garde a vue notamment pour "association de malfaiteurs”.

Début mai, la Division des Investigations Criminelles (DIC) avait lancé une enquéte aprés la
diffusion de messages audios sur les réseaux sociaux appelant a briler le palais du Mogho
Naaba, chef traditionnel des mossis, I'ethnie majoritaire au Burkina Faso (TV5 Monde, 21 mai

2023).

Lire I'article

Senegal: Faction of Casamance rebellion inks peace deal.

A new step on the road to peace for Casamance. A historic handshake on May 13 gathered the
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head of the Diakaye fighters, the governor of the Ziguinchor region and the representative of

Senegal's government.

In Senegal's southern region of Casamance, a rebellion has killed over 5000 people, forcing

thousands to displace. Fighters from the Diakaye faction have now agreed to lay down arms.

"l am motivated by the will to save my brothers and sisters and the women of the masquis,"

Fatoma Coly, the commander of the Diakaye faction says (Africanews, May 15, 2023)

Read More

East Africa and the Horn/Afrique de I'Est et Corne de I'Afrique

South Sudan

Yakani blasts Sudan’s military for protesting visit of RSF envoy to Juba.

South Sudan’s activist Edmund Yakani has said that recent protest by the government of Sudan
against the visit of the envoy of the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) led by Mohamed

Hamdan Daglo is bad for resolution of conflict peacefully.

The Sudanese ministry of foreign affairs on Wednesday issued a statement protesting the
welcoming of RSF leader’s political advisor and envoy Youssef Ezzat to Juba and his

subsequent meeting with President Salva Kiir Mayardit.

In a statement this morning, Yakani who is the Executive Director of Community Empowerment
for Progress Organization (CEPO) said the communication to the government of South Sudan
from Sudan is an indication that the army is ready for peaceful resolution of the conflict. (Sudans

Post, May 21, 2023).

Read More

SPLM initiates political club to boost grassroots support.

Speaking during the launch, the Chairperson of the SPLM Youth League, Daniel Abocha Ali, said

the clubs are established to mobilise more members and educate the public on the SPLM vision.

He said the party is committed to the peace agreement and will continue to disseminate

messages to the people at all levels.

He appealed to SPLM youth to commit themselves to the dissemination of the teachings on the
peace agreement to the people in Sherikat, adding that it is the duty of the SPLM and other
parties to the peace agreement to ensure that people understand it. (The City Review, May 22,
2023).

Read More
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South Sudan affirms neutral stand in mediating Sudan conflict.

The government of South Sudan affirmed its stand on mediating the conflict in Sudan,

emphasising its neutrality in what appears to be a clarification statement issued yesterday.

The statement issued by the ministry of foreign affairs and international cooperation took a blow-
by-blow route, explaining the engagements of Juba in the ceasefire quest since Khartoum
plunged into the vicious conflict that has led to the deaths of over 600 people and the

displacement of over one million people. (The City Review, May 20, 2023).

Read More

Women'’s protection and strengthening state response to rising gender-based violence,

focus of recent workshop

In Unity state, the UN Peacekeeping mission, UNMISS, the UN Population Fund and the state
Ministry of Gender, Child and Social Welfare, team up to hold a two-day workshop on improving
established policies for preventing and responding to violence against women. Photo by Peter

Bateman/UNMISS

UNITY - In South Sudan, the world’s newest nation, violence against women and girls is often
used as a weapon of war. As the country begins its democratic transition by beginning to draft its
permanent constitution and preparing for upcoming elections in 2024, much remains to be done

to prevent sexual- and gender-based violence.

The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) has, therefore, teamed up with
humanitarian partners and government bodies In Unity state to form what is known as the

Gender-Based Violence (GBV) sub-cluster. (UNMISS, May 19, 2023)

Read More

2 soldiers die after shooting at South Sudan vice-president’s home in Juba

At least two South Sudan army soldiers were killed on Friday morning following shooting at one
of the residences of the country’s vice-president for economic cluster James Wani Igga in the

capital Juba, an aide said.

Nelson Liju, Vice-President Igga’s deputy press secretary, said the fatal shooting at the vice-
president’s residence took place after a soldier working as a guard at another residence of the

vice president came and started shooting at colleagues.

“I was not at the scene but what | was by the witnesses is that Kerbino Akok who is also a
soldier but was not assigned as a guard and was only assigned to guard another residence came

and begun shooting at anyone presence,” Liju said on phone. (Sudan’s Post, May 22, 2023)

Read More
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Elsewhere in East Africa and the Horn

Soudan : les belligérants s’accordent sur un cessez-le-feu d’une semaine a partir de lundi

Plusieurs tréves annoncées par le passé ont été transgressées depuis I'éclatement des heurts,
le 15 avril, dans ce pays ou les combats ont fait prés d’un millier de morts et plus d’'un million de

déplacés et de réfugiés.

Les représentants de 'armée soudanaise, dirigée par le général Abdel Fattah Al-Bourhane, et
ceux des paramilitaires des Forces de soutien rapide (FSR), du général Mohammed Hamdan
Daglo, ont accepté un cessez-le-feu. Cette tréve « entrera en vigueur a 21 h 45 heure de
Khartoum [20 h 45 a Paris] le 22 mai », et durera « sept jours », ont annoncé, samedi 20 mai, les

Etats-Unis et I'’Arabie saoudite, dans un communiqué conjoint. (Le Monde, 21 mai 2023)

Read More

Rebel or bandit? His life illuminates Ethiopia’s hidden insurgency.

The conflict in the southern Oromiya region represents a far greater long-term threat to Ethiopia’s

integrity and stability than did the war in Tigray. (The Washington Post, May 21, 2023).

Read More

African Union Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS) and Hirshabelle Police agree

increased cooperation in Jowhar

The meeting was attended by Hirshabelle State Police Commissioner Col. Hassan Di’isow

Hassan, the UN Regional Administration Officer in Jowhar, Gagan Banjara

JANAALE, Somalia, May 21, 2023/APO Group/ - Senior military and police officers of the
African Union Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS) met with the Hirshabelle State police
officers to discuss ways of boosting cooperation to secure the Jowhar region against Al-

Shabaab.

“We had good exchanges, good discussions on how we can work together, plan operations to
fight Al-Shabaab terrorists effectively. We agreed that we will continue with such meetings to
exchange information and plan operations,” said ATMIS Burundi Contingent Commander, Brig.
Gen. Jean Claude Niyiburana, who chaired the meeting on Saturday. (APO Group, May 21,
2023).

Read More

Central Africa

DRC
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Four people killed in eastern DRC ambush near gorilla park

Militia attacks have been frequent in parts of the eastern DRC, where multiple rebel groups have

been based for decades.

Assailants killed three rangers and another member of their convoy in an ambush in the volatile
east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, according to the Congo Institute for Nature

Conservation (ICCN).

The attackers struck on Thursday as the convoy, escorted by ICCN rangers, left Kivandya
village near Virunga National Park, which is home to half the global population of endangered

mountain gorillas and the scene of frequent militia attacks. (Al-Jazeera, May 19, 2023)

Read More

Jean-Pierre Bemba, du MLC a I’armée, les réseaux du nouveau ministre.

Nommeé vice-Premier ministre chargé de la Défense, cing ans aprés son acquittement a la CPI,
I'ancien chef de guerre congolais peut compter sur un solide carré de fidéles et dispose de relais

dans son parti et 'armée.

Aux cotés de Vital Kamerhe, & qui a échu le portefeuille de 'Economie, ou de Peter Kazadi

nouveau vice-Premier ministre de I'Intérieur, Jean-Pierre Bemba est indéniablement I'une des

principales tétes d’affiche du dernier remaniement. Celui qui s’est progressivement rapproché de
Félix Tshisekedi aprés son adhésion a I'Union sacrée a la fin de 2020 a hérité d’un poste
sensible, en plein conflit avec les rebelles du M23, accusés par 'ONU d’étre soutenus par le

Rwanda. (Jeune Afrique, 21 mai 2023)

Read More

DR Congo security forces clash with anti-govt protesters in Kinshasa.

Democratic Republic of Congo security forces fired tear gas and fought running battles in the
streets of the capital Kinshasa with anti-government protesters demonstrating on Saturday over

alleged irregularities in voter registration.

The_protesters are also angry over the rising cost of living and the prolonged insecurity in the
east of the_country, where armed militias and rebel groups have been carrying out attacks that

have killed hundreds and displaced over a million. (France 24, May 20, 2023)

Read More

Kinshasa receives first batch of three Chinese attack drones

The first CH-4 combat drone system has just been delivered to the DRC by the China Aerospace
Science and Technology Corporation. [...]. (Africa Intelligence, May 22, 2023)
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Read More

Nord Kivu : persistance de la présence des rebelles ADF dans la vallée de Mughalika.

Le commandant des opérations Sokola 1, général de brigade Robert Kasongo a affirmé, samedi

20 mai, avoir constaté la persistance des ADF dans la vallée de Mughalika (Nord-Kivu)

Il 'a dit a Beni lors du compte rendu de sa tournée de 7 jours dans les localités de la chefferie de

Bashu et dans I'axe sud comprenant la ville de Butembo Mangurejipa et territoire de Lubero.

Cet officier militaire a regretté que ces rebelles aient bénéficié du soutien de certains Congolais

de cette contrée qui se réclament étre des Wazalendo (Radio Okapi, 21 mai 2023)

Read More

Elsewhere in Central Africa

Centrafrique : un Francgais accusé d’espionnage évacué vers la France

Juan Rémy Quignolot avait été arrété en mai 2021 en possession, selon I’accusation, d’un
imposant arsenal militaire. « Eprouvé physiquement », le Frangais devra retourner a

Bangui dés I’amélioration de son état de santé.

Un ancien militaire frangais arrété en 2021 en République centrafricaine et accusé d’espionnage a
été évacué vers Paris pour raisons de santé, a annoncé sa sceur, dimanche 21 mai. Juan Rémy
Quignolot, 57 ans, avait passé seize mois en détention préventive a Bangui avant d’étre remis_en
liberté sous contréle judiciaire en septembre 2022, 'accusation invoquant déja des raisons de

santé (Le Monde, 21 mai 2023)

Read More

Au Tchad, un changement d’exécutif est-il envisageable a I'issue de la transition ?

La plupart des rébellions qui ont secoué le Tchad ces trente demiéres années sont venues du
Soudan voisin. Moralité, selon I'ex-ministre centrafricain Adrien Poussou : aucun chef d’Etat,

méme élu au suffrage universel, ne saurait diriger le pays sans avoir les faveurs de I'armée.

La guerre civile qui a éclaté au Soudan le 15 avril, opposant les deux généraux aux commandes

du pays depuis le putsch de 2021, est venue rappeler 'importance du Tchad dans la zone. Il est
établi que N'Djamena y joue un réle essentiel dans la lutte contre I'extrémisme violent, depuis
plusieurs années. N’en déplaise a ceux qui estiment qu’au lendemain de la disparition brutale du

maréchal Idriss Deby Itno, le 20 avril 2020, des suites de blessures recues lors d’affrontements

avec une rébellion venue de la Libye, le pays serait devenu inaudible, tant les autorités seraient

davantage préoccupées par les questions internes, notamment_les contestations menées par

I'opposant Succes Masra sur les modalités de la fin de la transition (Jeune Afrique, 20 mai 2023)
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Read More

US struggles to get Africa to break with Russia’s Wagner Group.

Any illusions America may have harboured that kicking Russia’s Wagner Group out of Africa

would be a simple affair came crashing down on 1 March.

Infuriated by a_report in French daily Le Monde that the Joe Biden administration had given him

12 months to cut ties with the Kremlin-linked mercenaries, Central African Republic (CAR)
President Faustin-Archange Touadéra summoned US Ambassador Patricia Mahoney to the
Renaissance Palace in Bangui to set things straight. While Touadéra subsequently tweeted that
the pair had simply discussed bilateral cooperation and “fake news,” the US embassy left little

doubt that it had gotten the message. (The Africa Report, May 19, 2023)

Read More

Southern Africa

SADC prepares to go back to the future in eastern DRC

SADC'’s unease with the East African force’s activities in DRC could see Southern African

troops returning to the troubled area.

Deep misgivings and differences about the mandate and intentions of East Africa’s force in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) lie behind the Southern African Development Community’s

(SADC) decision to deploy its troops into the turbulent region.

On the face of it, the decision seems strange. First, because the East African Community
Regional Force (EACRF) has only been in eastern DRC for a_few months. And second, because
SADC already has troops there — the Force Intervention Brigade (FIB) — intended as the cutting
edge of the United Nations MONUSCO peacekeeping mission that has been in the DRC for 10
years. (ISS Africa, May 19, 2023)

Read More

South Africa’s Russia-Ukraine peace plan — genius or joke?

South Africa, in league with several African nations, says it’s finalising a peace mission to help

end the war between Russia and Ukraine.

Russia and Ukraine have “agreed” to receive the peace delegation. However, observers are brittle
at the idea that South Africa, with its diminishing global profile, can silence the guns in east

Europe. (The Africa Report, May 19, 2023)


https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1445796/politique/au-tchad-un-changement-dexecutif-est-il-envisageable-a-lissue-de-la-transition/
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2023/02/20/us-seeks-to-strike-a-deal-in-strategy-to-remove-wagner-group-from-africa_6016597_4.html
https://www.theafricareport.com/305302/us-struggles-to-get-africa-to-break-with-russias-wagner-group/
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/can-the-east-african-community-stabilise-eastern-drc
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/sadc-prepares-to-go-back-to-the-future-in-eastern-drc
https://www.theafricareport.com/309918/south-africas-russia-ukraine-peace-plan-genius-or-joke/

Zimbabwean president pardons over 4,000 prisoners ahead of elections
Similar amnesty was granted in 2020 to stem spread of coronavirus in detention facilities

Zimbabwean authorities released on Friday a total of 4,270 prison inmates following a presidential

amnesty ahead of general elections later this year.

"We would like to appeal to society at large to embrace and accept the inmates who have been

released," Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional Service (ZPCS) said in a statement.
"Those aggrieved are encouraged to forgive them," ZPCS added.

The African country's over 50 detention centers have a capacity to hold about 17,000 prisoners,

but held more than 22,000 before the pardon. (Anadolu Agency, May 12, 2023)

Read More
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