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African Security This Week

Get your weekly overview of the latest developments on security and justice in Africa, as well as
research and new reports from the African Security Sector Network (ASSN). Feel free to forward

this newsletter or share it via social media.

Whats New at ASSN?

Improving Security Sector Reform and Governance in Ecowas member states: an overview

of the training workshop in Guinea-Bissau.
ENGLISH

Since the country's total liberation from Portuguese colonial rule in 1974, Guinea-Bissau has
undergone several security and defence sector reform processes led by succeeding
governments, with support from international partners. Despite positive developments, the
country still has a pressing need to stabilize and consolidate the sector's institutions. The weak
participation of citizens in general, and communities, in security dialogue and recurrent politico-

military conflicts, have not fostered democratic governance of the defence and security sector.

This article was composed with the financial support of the European Union / German Federal
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Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development through the ECOWAS Peace and Security

Architecture andOperations (EPSAO) Programmeme.

It was written by Adelino Handem, Member of the ASSN, and is available in English here:

https://bit.ly/ASSN38

IMPROVING SECURITY SECTOR REFORM AND
GOVERNANCE IN ECOWAS MEMBER STATES:
an overview of the training workshop in Guinea-Bissau

Adelino Handem

March 2023

Améliorer la Réforme du Secteur de la Sécurité et la Gouvernance dans les Etats membres

de la CEDEAO : un apercu de I'atelier de formation en Guinée-Bissau.
FRANCAIS

Depuis la libération totale du pays de la domination coloniale portugaise en 1974, la Guinée-
Bissau a connu plusieurs processus de réforme des secteurs de la sécurité et de la défense
menés par les gouvernements successifs, avec le soutien des partenaires internationaux. Malgré

des développements positifs, le pays a toujours un besoin urgent de stabiliser et de consolider


https://bit.ly/ASSN38

les institutions du secteur. La faible participation citoyenne au dialogue sur la sécurité et les
conflits politico-militaires récurrents n'ont pas favorisé la gouvernance démocratique du secteur

de la défense et de la sécurité.

Cet article a été rédigé avec le soutien financier de I'Union européenne et du Ministere fédéral
allemand de la coopération économique et du développement dans le cadre du Programme

d'architecture et d'opérations de paix et de sécurité de la CEDEAO (EPSAQ).

Il a été rédigé par Adelino Handem, membre de I'ASSN, et est disponible en portugais ici :

https://bit.ly/ASSN37

MELHORAR A REFORMA E A GOVERNACAO DO SECTOR
DA SEGURANCA NOS ESTADOS MEMBROS DA CEDEAO:
Uma resenha do atelié de formagcdo na Guiné-Bissau

Adelino Handem

Margo de 2023

Sahel and West Africa / Sahel et Afrique de I'Ouest
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Mali

Mali: Lutte Contre Le Terrorisme Au Mali: Et Si Bamako Et La Minusma Se Regardaient

Dans La Glace ?

La Mission multidimensionnelle intégrée des Nations unis pour la stabilisation au Mali
(MINUSMA) est sous les feux des critiques. Elle est, en effet, accusée, a tort ou a raison,
d’inertie face au massacre continu des populations par les groupes armés terroristes. Tant et si
bien que des voix s’élévent au sein de la société civile, pour demander son retrait de certaines
localités du Mali, et ce, alors méme que 'ONU s’appréte a renouveler son mandat. (Le pays, 1

mai 2023)

Lire I'article

Mali : Opération Kapidgou 2 : quel impact a la frontiére Burkina — Mali ?

C’est I'une des premieres retombées du renforcement en cours depuis quelques mois de la
coopération bilatérale militaire entre le Mali et le Burkina Faso. L'opération Kapidgou 2, menée
conjointement par les armées des deux pays, a été officiellement lancée le 21 avril dernier.

(Journal du Mali, 5 mai 2023)

Lire l'article

Invitation de I’Etat-major général des armées aux civils a ne pas porter des tenues

militaires sans autorisation dans le cadre de la lutte contre le terrorisme au Mali

L’Etat-major Général des Armées (EMGA) a constaté que les nombreux combattants neutralisés
lors de I'attaque complexe déjouée contre I'aéroport de Sévaré, le samedi 22 avril 2023, portaient
des uniformes militaires. Le plan de I'ennemi reposait sur une capacité d'infiltration dans le

dispositif de protection de la ville. (Mali Actu, 2 mai 2023)

Lire I'article

La Mission Onusienne Face A La Colére Des Maliens : Sale Temps Pour La Minusma !

A Bamako et dans certaines localités de I'intérieur du pays, des manifestations deviennent
fréquentes pour exiger le départ de la Minusma. Ce regain d’hostilité envers la mission onusienne
intervient quelques semaines avant le débat a 'ONU sur le mandat de cette force.( Bamada.net,

8 mai 2023)

Lire I'article
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Insécurité au centre du pays: Les groupes d’autodéfenses en ordre de bataille contre le

terrorisme

Dans le souci d'atténuer la souffrance des populations rurales et rétablir la confiance entre les
populations du Centre du pays, les groupes d'autodéfense peuls et dogons jadis sujet
d'interminables conflits intercommunautaires ont procédé a une déclaration d'Accord de
coopération en novembre dernier. Ledit accord consistait pour les deux groupes d'autodéfense

d’unir leurs forces pour faire face aux groupes terroristes. (Mali Jnet, 3 mai 2023)

Lire I'article

Mali's military government sets June 18 constitutional referendum date
Malian junta takes key step toward constitutional rule, presidential election.

Mali's military junta said Friday that it's organizing a referendum on a new constitution for June
18, a key step towards a return to constitutional rule and a new presidential election expected

next year in the_West African country.

The referendum, in which voters can choose to either accept or reject a draft already contested
by political opponents, was due to have taken place in March, but was postponed. (FOXNEWS,

May 5, 2023)

Lire I'article

Niger

Réponse du capitaine Traoré au général Tarka: "ces propos ne nous affectent pas. Nous

travaillons bien ensemble avec les forces nigériennes”

Le Président de la transition burkinabé, le capitaine Ibrahim Traoré, a accordé un grand entretien
aux journalistes sur des questions d'intérét national, entretien qui a été diffusé dans la soirée du
jeudi 4 mai 2023 sur la chaine publique RTB et plusieurs médias du pays. Interrogé sur la récente
sortie médiatique du général Mahamadou Abou Tarka, Président de la Haute Autorité a la
Consolidation de la paix (HACP) lors de la célébration, le 24 avril dernier a Tchintabaraden, de la
28e édition de la féte de la Concorde national, le chef de I'Etat du Faso a déclaré qu'il s'agit d'un
cas isolé. "Ce sont des cas isolés et ces propos ne nous affectent aucunement. Les
combattants de I'armée nigérienne et nous, on se respecte, on travaille bien ensemble”, a en
substances déclaré le capitaine IB qui a saisi l'occasion pour faire le point sur la lutte contre le

terrorisme que méne le Faso depuis son arrivée au pouvoir. (ActuNiger, 5 mai 2023)

Lire l'article

Niger : Saisie de drogue a Maradi et Arlit d’une valeur de plus de 147 millions de FCFA.

Niamey, 05Mai (ANP) - L'Office Centrale de Répression du Trafic lllicite des Stupéfiants
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(OCRTIS), a présenté ce vendredi 05 mai 2023 a la presse, deux (2) réseaux de trafic

international de drogue démantelés a Maradi et Arlit (Agadez).

La valeur marchande cumulée des deux saisies s’éleve a plus de 147.090.000 Fcfa. « Ce prix
pourrait étre quadruplé aux pays de destination lorsque la drogue sera vendue en détail », a

indiqué I'OCTRIS (Agence Nigérienne de Presse, 5 mai 2023)

Lire l'article

Landmine Kills 7 Soldiers in Niger

Niamey, Niger — Seven soldiers were killed Sunday after their vehicle ran over a landmine in the

Niger's western Tillaberi region, said the National Guard of Niger (GNN).
Jihadist fighters regularly launch attacks in the region.

A vehicle carrying supplies on a weekly delivery run hit the mine late in the morning 6 kilometers

(4 miles) from Samira village, said the GNN in a statement.

The village, which lies not far from Niger's border with Burkina Faso in the southwest, has since

2004 hosted the country's only industrial-scale gold mine. (VOA Africa, May 7, 2023).

Lire I'article

Niger - Sécurité : Toujours pas de nouvelles des deux cyclistes marocains disparus a la

frontiére Burkina-Niger.

Malgré les efforts inlassables fournis par le Royaume du Maroc, en collaboration avec les
autorités compétentes burkinabés, dans la recherche des deux ressortissants marocains
présumés disparus a la frontiere entre le Burkina Faso et le Niger, aucune bonne nouvelle n'est
annoncée pour le moment. Les deux cyclistes marocains, Abderrahmane Serhani et Driss
Fatihisn n'ont pas donné de nouvelles depuis leurs entrées au Burkina Faso. lls étaient en
provenance de la Céte d’lvoire, et ont semblé se diriger vers la frontiére nigérienne. En effet, le
29 mars demier, 'un des deux cyclistes avait publié, sur sa page Facebook, une vidéo dans
laquelle il indiquait se diriger vers le Burkina Faso. Ensuite, plus personne ne sait ce qui est

arrivé a ce dernier ainsi qu'a son compagnon. (Echos du Niger, 2 mai 2023)

Lire I'article

Rampant jihadists are spreading chaos and misery in the Sahel
The army’s “total war” could spiral out of control.

“The jihadists killed our neighbour,” whispers a 12-year-old Burkinabe girl, staring at the ground.
“His children were my friends.” Her family fled their village immediately afterwards but are still not
safe. Jihadists frequently strike nearby. At the local school, three low-slung concrete buildings in

a dusty expanse, children regularly practise what to do if terrorists attack. Hundreds of previously
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smiling kids suddenly pull the window shutters and doors closed and dive under their desks in

near total silence. (The Economist, April 30, 2023)

Lire I'article

Ailleurs en Afrique de I’Ouest / Elsewhere in West Africa

Nigeria's army kill 70 extremists in the embattled northeast.

In a renewed offensive, troops of the Nigerian military have killed more 70 terrorists in the

northeast region where insurgency has blossomed since 2009.

Nigeria's Director of Defence Media Operations Maj Gen Musa Danmadami on Thursday said that
the military embarked on operations in the last two weeks to clear militias in the embattled

northeast. (The East African, May 6, 2023)

Read More

Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger: The impact of Jihadists’ war on schools.

Nearly 9,000 schools have been forced to close their doors over the past four years, resulting in
1.7 million children being deprived of an education. Here's a visual overview to better understand

the impact of the situation.
“After this warning, if the teacher continues to exercise their profession, they will be killed.”

A jihadist group’s first threat may come in the form of graffiti discovered one morning on the walls

of the village school. (The Africa Report, May 4, 2023).

Lire I'article

Interim Burkina Faso president hails Russia as ‘strategic ally’

Ibrahim Traore speaks about conflict in the Sahel region but denies that Russian mercenaries are

helping his government fight rebels.

Burkina Faso’s interim president, Ibrahim Traore, on Thurday said Russia has become a key
strategic ally but denied that Russian mercenaries are supporting Burkinabe forces in their fight

against armed groups linked to al-Qaeda and ISIL (ISIS). (AlJazeera, May 5, 2023)

Read More

East Africa and the Horn/Afrique de I'Est et Corne de I'Afrique

South Sudan
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Dau trashes alleged UN report, accusing South Sudan of breaching arms embargo.

The government of South Sudan has dismissed reports alleging that it may have flouted the arms

embargo through the procurement of military equipment.

Speaking to The City Review on Sunday, the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, Deng Dau Deng, dismissed media reports alleging that the UN Panel of Experts had
flagged suspicious procurements in a report, adding that the Juba administration had not

breached the United Nations armed embargo. (The City Review, May 8, 2023).

Read More

Unhappy return: Sudan crisis forces South Sudanese refugees back to troubled home.

RENK, South Sudan, May 8 (Reuters) - The last place Lina Mijok wanted to go as she fled
fighting in Sudan was back to her own country, South Sudan, which she had left as civil war

erupted in 2013.

But when Sudan's army started battling the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces in the streets
around to her home last month, South Sudan was the only place she and her two young children

could reach. (REUTERS, May 8, 2023).

Read More

Durable Peace and Unity in Diversity Key Takeaways from Joyful United Nations Mission in

South Sudan (UNMISS) Concert Maridi
Local artists and traditional dancers enthralled concert goers with colorful performances

WESTERN EQUATORIA, South Sudan, May 5, 2023/APO Group/ -- Last weekend, the sound of
music travelled far and wide in Maridi, Western Equatoria, thanks to a peace concert by the

United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS).

The UN Peacekeeping mission’s in-house band—the Flamingoes—fired up an energetic crowd,

asking them to ponder on the musical event’s theme — ‘Peace Begins With Me.’

Organized in partnership with the state Ministry of Peace Building, it was a special event filled
with positive messages on unity in diversity, forgiveness, and reconciliation to make durable

peace a reality for South Sudanese. (APO Group, May 5, 2023).

Read More

Kajo-Keji authorities vow to improve civilian-military relations after tensions.

Local authorities in Kajo-Keji County of Central Equatoria State on Friday affirmed their

commitment to improving civil-military relations in the area.
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Lack of mutual respect between civilians and military personnel, lootings, harassment, killings
and highway blocks have been recognized as among the points affecting peaceful co-existence

between civilians and the military in Lainya County.

Evans Pere, Director of Peace in Kajo-Keji County, told Radio Tamazuj on Friday that a civil-
military dialogue supported by the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPQ)
brought the community and the military together for dialogue to reduce tensions. (Radio Tamazuj,

May 7, 2023)

Read More

S. Sudan holdout groups form alliance to topple Juba regime.

April 12, 2023 (JUBA) — South Sudan hold groups have formed an alliance of all armed and non-
opposition groups in preparation for major offensives against the Juba regime, raising concerns

about their commitment to peace.

The alliance, operating under South Sudan Federal Democratic Alliance (SSFDA), claimed
President Salva Kiir and First Vice President Riek Machar were not ready to implement the
peace agreement because they are using the 2018 accord as a strategy to remain in power to

enrich themselves and members of their families. (Sudan Tribune, May 7, 2023)

Read More

Elsewhere in East Africa and the Horn

Au Soudan, les combats ne faiblissent pas, alors que les négociations se poursuivent en

Arabie saoudite.

Rien n’a filtré sur I'état des discussions autour d’'un possible cessez-le-feu en cours a Djedda
depuis samedi. Elles se sont tenues, sous I'égide de Riyad et de Washington, entre les
émissaires du général rival Abdel Fattah Al-Bourhane et les Forces de soutien rapide de son

rival, le général Mohammed Hamdan Daglo.

Trois semaines aprées le déclenchement de la guerre, les combats n’ont toujours pas cessé au
Soudan, dimanche 7 mai. Pendant ce temps-la, les émissaires de I'armée du général Abdel
Fattah Al-Bourhane et les Forces de soutien rapide (FSR) du général rival Mohammed Hamdan

Daglo n’ont rien laissé filtrer quant a I'état des_négociations pour un cessez-le-feu, menées sous

I'égide de Riyad et de Washington, qui se sont ouvertes a Djedda, en Arabie saoudite, samedi.

(Le Monde, 7 mai 2023)

Read More

Dar fights for legality to relocate Maasai in face of fresh protests.
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Tanzania’s operation to relocate Maasai herders from Loliondo has come under fresh international
criticism over rights violations claims. A Human Rights Watch report published on April 27
repeated previous calls for an immediate halt to the “forced evictions” from Loliondo, which is
located within the Ngorongoro wildlife conservation area, to Msomera, about 600 kilometres
away, saying the programme was in violation of Maasai “rights to land, property, livelihood and

culture.” (The East African, May 7, 2023).

Read More

Sudan: the longer the conflict lasts, the higher the risk of a regional war.

The 2019 Sudan uprisings that ousted long-time dictator Omar al-Bashir and installed a military-
civilian transitional government gave hope that the northern African country could finally_transition
to democratic rule. The country has been _ruled by the military for most of its independence since

1956.

But Sudan’s bumpy transition to democracy has come to a complete halt. The country now faces
the worst conflict in its history as a full-blown civil war — with external entanglements — looms.

(The Conversation, May 4, 2023).

Read More

Central Africa

DRC

Dossier consacré a I'actualité en RDC : politique, sécurité, les défis d'un géant africain

A lissue d'un processus électoral chaotique marqué par plusieurs reports du scrutin présidentiel,
Félix Tshisekedi est devenu en janvier 2019 le nouveau chef de I'Etat congolais, succédant a
Joseph Kabila qui dirigeait la RDC (République démocratique du Congo) depuis 18 ans. Les
scrutins législatifs et locaux ont néanmoins donné une trés large victoire a l'ancien parti
présidentiel. Si I'arrivée au pouvoir du fils de l'opposant défunt Etienne Tshisekedi donne lieu & un
apaisement sur le plan politique a Kinshasa, certaines régions du pays, notamment les Kivu et
Ituri dans I'Est, restent secouées par des violences et la présence de rébellions. (TV5 Monde, 4

mai 2023)

Read More

RDC : venus d’Opienge, 81 ex-miliciens Mai-Mai adhérent au PDDRCS en lturi.

Venus de la localité d’Opienge, territoire de Bafwasende (Tshopo), 81 miliciens ont adhéré,

depuis vendredi 5 mai, au processus de paix, affirme le bureau provincial de P-DDRCS en lturi.

Ces ex-combattants venus pour certains avec leurs dépendants sont passés par les différents
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services de ce programme pour I'obtention de leurs cartes de démobilisation.

lls s’ajoutent a 90 autres issus des groupes armés CODECO et FPIC qui ont rejoint le site de

Diango il y a environ un mois. (Radio Okapi, 7 mai 2023)

Read More

Angola's Lourenco: 'l don't believe we will have a war between Rwanda and DR Congo'.

In an interview with FRANCE 24, Angola's President Joao Lourenco said he did not think an all-
out war between Rwanda and DR Congo was on the horizon. He said he was hopeful that his

mediation efforts to restore peace in DR Congo's east would bear fruit. Lourenco explained that
the M23 rebel group was upholding a ceasefire reached a few weeks ago and that the next step

was for the group to be contained and disarmed. (France 24 Youtube, May 8, 2023)

Read More

Why peace in DRC is such an elusive aim

EAC troops are trying to contain 120 armed groups without firing a bullet

In Summary

» The local population is so steeped in conflict that it is hard to disentangle

» KDF bid to restore peace, stability without discharging a shot is causing friction

MJ is six years old and lives in Goma. He has not been to school for as long as he can
remember. He plays with a rod, which he holds like a gun, and gestures as though aiming and

shooting, making a gun-like sound, while turning around. (The STAR, May 8, 2023)

Read More

DR Congo: UN boss urges disarmament, end to hate speech.

The United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres has urged armed groups in DR Congo to
disarm and embark on a demobilization and reintegration process, saying it was “time for the

violence to end.”

He also urged the political and community leaders “to put an end to hate speech and incitement

to violence.”

Guterres renewed his call on Saturday, May 6, at the 11th high-level meeting of the Regional
Oversight Mechanism of the Peace, Security and Cooperation Framework for the DR Congo and

the region held in Bujumbura. (The New Times, May 7, 2023)

Read More
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Elsewhere in Central Africa

Chad two years later: little progress, plenty to worry about

Despite some positive steps, a return to constitutional order and civilian rule is still a long way

off.

April 2023 marked two years of transition in Chad. Initiated after the death of president Idriss
Déby Itno, the process was primarily aimed at uniting the Chadian population and restoring

constitutional order. Openness and inclusiveness were to be central to the transition.

However, despite some progress, there are few serious signs of a return to constitutional order
and the transfer of power to civilians in the near future. The transition was designed to ensure
stability, so this situation is worrying for both political actors in Chad and the country’s partners.

(ISS Africa, May 4, 2023)

Read More

Le mirage de la transition démocratique au Tchad.

Les_pourparlers de paix de I'année derniere entre les autorités tchadiennes et les groupes armés
tchadiens ainsi que le « dialogue national » semblaient peut-étre inaugurer une nouvelle ére pour
ce pays d'Afrique centrale aprés la mort du président Idriss Déby. Cependant, il s’agissait
probablement d’'un mirage. Depuis I'indépendance du pays en 1960, les changements de
dirigeants tchadiens n’ont jamais été le résultat de processus démocratiques, inclusifs ou
transparents. Il est peu probable que cette transition soit différente, et les alliés et les

fournisseurs d’aide humanitaire du Tchad doivent se préparer a cette réalité.

Pendant trop longtemps, des parties prenantes telles que I'Union africaine (UA), I'Union

européenne (UE) et les Etats-Unis ont fermé les yeux sur les pratiques antidémocratiques de ce
pays au nom sans doute des relations de longue date du Tchad avec la France et de la capacité
de son armée_a repousser les menaces des insurgés armés. Bien que cela soit vrai, ce ne sont

pas des raisons qui justifient le soutien plus ou moins tacite a des pratiques autoritaires.

(RUBICON, 4 mai 2023)

Read More

Wagner's Dmitri Sytyi, Prigozhin’s right-hand man, back in Bangui.

Targeted by a letter bomb in December 2022, the Wagner group executive was evacuated to
Russia for medical reasons. According to our information, Dmitry Syty has just returned to

Bangui, where he has resumed his activities with Faustin-Archange Touadéra’s government.

Dmitry Syty is back in the Central African Republic. According to local sources, the head of the

Wagner Group’s “civilian” branch in the CAR returned to Bangui at the end of April, having been


https://issafrica.org/iss-today/chad-two-years-later-little-progress-plenty-to-worry-about
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20220808-tchad-les-groupes-rebelles-prennent-position-avant-la-signature-de-l-accord-de-paix-de-doha
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2022/08/29/au-tchad-la-laborieuse-mise-en-place-du-dialogue-national_6139365_3212.html
https://lerubicon.org/publication/defis-securitaires-en-afrique-de-louest/
https://lerubicon.org/publication/le-mirage-de-la-transition-democratique-au-tchad/

evacuated for medical reasons in December 2022, after being the target of a letter bomb attack.

(The Africa Report, May 2, 2023, 2023)

Read More

Southern Africa

Pretoria once again on the horns of an ICC dilemma

Will other African countries now also consider withdrawal from the International Criminal Court so
Putin can visit? Just as South Africa was done rescinding its withdrawal from the International
Criminal Court (ICC) over the saga of former Sudanese president Omar al-Bashir’'s 2015 visit to
Johannesburg, it probably wished it had withdrawn after all. Because now the government has to
deal with another dilemma over a visiting head of state with an ICC arrest warrant — Russian

President Vladimir Putin.

So Pretoria is again toying with the idea of_pulling out of the ICC. Or at least amending South
Africa’s 2002 ICC_legislation to try to legalise immunity for visiting heads of state. This raises a
question about whether the country’s revised approach to the international court might not inspire
some of the 33 other African signatories of the ICC’s Rome Statute to follow suit. (ISS Africa,

May 5, 2023)

Read More

Japan vows to help Mozambique fight insurgency.

Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said Thursday that Tokyo would help Mozambique counter

Islamist insurgents in the restive north.

Mozambique's gas-rich northernmost province, Cabo Delgado, is struggling with an insurgency

waged by militants linked to the Islamic State group. (News 24, May 4, 2023)

Read More

At least five government troops killed in Mandava attack

After several long weeks of inactivity among the insurgents, violence is picking up again along

the Messalo river.

An insurgent assault on Mozambican armed forces (FADM) positions around Mandava in the
Muidumbe district of Cabo Delgado province on Saturday has killed at least five soldiers and

wounded several more.

The attack began in the morning and continued until the afternoon. Details are still scarce but
local sources told Zitamar the fighting was intense and a helicopter was called to evacuate

casualties and bring reinforcements. Initial estimates of fatalities range between five and seven
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with potentially over a dozen wounded. Casualties were brought to Pemba for treatment.

(ZITAMAR News, May 2, 2023)

Read More
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